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Story of Redemption 
The Covenants of the Bible 

THE NOAHIC COVENANT 
 

THE WICKEDNESS OF THE EARTH AFTER THE FALL 

• Starting with Cain’s murder of Abel, life on earth grew increasingly violent and wicked until every intention of the thoughts of 
man’s heart was only evil continually. So God sent a worldwide flood to blot out mankind (Ge. 6:5-7, 11-13, 17; 7:21-23; Jude 14-15). 

Gen 6:5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. 6 And the Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will blot 
out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry 
that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

 

SALVATION DURING THIS TIME 

• During this time, men were saved by believing in the promised seed of the woman, a descendant of Noah (Gen 3:15; 5:29). Adam 
died only 126 years before Noah was born. Many people were alive at the same time as Adam and Noah. They understood the 
fall and the promise of relief from the curse. 

Gen 5: 21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked with God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and 
had other sons and daughters. 23 Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. 

Heb 11: 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he 
was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

Jude 14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his 
holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such 
an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 

Gen 5:28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 29 and called his name Noah, saying, “Out of the ground that the Lord has 
cursed, this one shall bring us relief[d] from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.” 

[d] Noah sounds like the Hebrew for rest 

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of 
his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

 

GOD’S LONGSUFFERING 
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• But for the sake of His promise to Adam and Eve, God spared one family, through whom the promised seed would be born (Ge. 
6:18). Thus the promise of salvation in Christ is the foundation upon which God’s longsuffering patience with the world is 
based. We begin to see the story of redemption unfold and the inter-relatedness of the covenants. 

Gen 3: 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.” 

Gen 6: 17 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything 
that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and 
your sons' wives with you. 

 

A COVENANT WITH ALL CREATION 

• God established a covenant with Noah as the head of all his future descendants (everyone) and every living creature on the 
earth to never again destroy all flesh through a worldwide flood (Gen. 9:8ff), irrespective of man’s obedience. 

Gen 9:8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and 
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; 
it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

 

THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT 

• The rainbow is a sign of the Noahic Covenant (Gen 9:12-17). Refers to a “bow and arrow” not pointed at man (as a threat) but up 
towards God (thus a self-maledictory oath; Jer 34:18). 

• Do sexual deviants use the sign of the rainbow appropriately? 

Gen 9: 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
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creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the 
sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Jer 34:8 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after King Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people in Jerusalem to 
make a proclamation of liberty to them, 9 that everyone should set free his Hebrew slaves, male and female, so that no one should enslave 
a Jew, his brother… 15 You recently repented and did what was right in my eyes by proclaiming liberty, each to his neighbor, and you made 
a covenant before me in the house that is called by my name, 16 but then you turned around and profaned my name when each of you took 
back his male and female slaves, whom you had set free according to their desire, and you brought them into subjection to be your 
slaves. 

17 “Therefore, thus says the Lord: You have not obeyed me by proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother and to his neighbor; behold, I 
proclaim to you liberty to the sword, to pestilence, and to famine, declares the Lord. I will make you a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 18 And the men who transgressed my covenant and did not keep the terms of the covenant that they made before me, I will make 
them like the calf that they cut in two and passed between its parts— 19 the officials of Judah, the officials of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the 
priests, and all the people of the land who passed between the parts of the calf. 20 And I will give them into the hand of their enemies and 
into the hand of those who seek their lives. Their dead bodies shall be food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth. 

 

 

BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY 

• God gave Noah and his sons a mandate similar to that given to Adam (to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth; Gen 9:1-3, 7), 
but unlike Adam they were not placed in a garden temple to do their work, nor were they told to subdue the earth, and God 
offered them no reward (eternal rest) for their work. 

Gen 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of 
you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish 
of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I 
give you everything… 7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.” 

Genesis 1: 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27 So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

• When we are saved in Christ, we are not put back in the Garden of Eden to fulfill Adam’s mission. We remain under the Noahic 
covenant, a modified mandate for life in a fallen world. As Christians, our cultural work is important, but it is not temple work. 
We become dual citizens. 
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Jer 29:4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and 
give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of 
the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

 

COMMON PRESERVATION 

• The Noahic Covenant was a covenant of common preservation for elect and reprobate man to live together. It provides a stable 
backdrop for the unfolding history of redemption and will continue until Christ returns in final judgment (Gen 8:22, Cf Matt 
5:45). 

Gen 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt 
offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground 
because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have 
done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.” 

Jer 33:19 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 20 “Thus says the Lord: If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with 
the night, so that day and night will not come at their appointed time, 21 then also my covenant with David my servant may be broken, so 
that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and my covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers. 22 As the host of heaven 
cannot be numbered and the sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the offspring of David my servant, and the Levitical 
priests who minister to me.” 

23 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 24 “Have you not observed that these people are saying, ‘The Lord has rejected the two clans 
that he chose’? Thus they have despised my people so that they are no longer a nation in their sight. 25 Thus says the Lord: If I have not 
established my covenant with day and night and the fixed order of heaven and earth, 26 then I will reject the offspring of Jacob and David 
my servant and will not choose one of his offspring to rule over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will restore their 
fortunes and will have mercy on them.” 

Matt 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE 

• In response to the violent nature of life before the flood, God states that men must administer retributive justice for violence 
done to image bearers (Gen. 9:5-6; cf Lev. 24:17-21; Ex. 21:22-25; Dt. 19:18-21). 

Gen 9:5 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require 
a reckoning for the life of man. 
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6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
    by man shall his blood be shed, 
for God made man in his own image. 

Lev 24:17 “Whoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death. 18 Whoever takes an animal's life shall make it good, life for life. 19 If 
anyone injures his neighbor, as he has done it shall be done to him, 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever injury he 
has given a person shall be given to him. 21 Whoever kills an animal shall make it good, and whoever kills a person shall be put to death. 

Exod. 21:22 “When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children come out, but there is no harm, the one who hit her 
shall surely be fined, as the woman's husband shall impose on him, and he shall pay as the judges determine. 23 But if there is harm, then 
you shall pay life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

Deut 19:18 The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his brother falsely, 19 then you shall do 
to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 20 And the rest shall hear and fear, and shall 
never again commit any such evil among you. 21 Your eye shall not pity. It shall be life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot. 

• As man carries out this renewed command to fill the earth, he organizes himself into various communities: families, tribes, 
cities, nations. The Godly goal of these various organizations (i.e. governments) is to fulfill the duties of life under the Noahic 
Covenant including procreation, flourishing, and justice and is to be carried out in wisdom depending upon circumstances. 

 

A FORESHADOW OF THE FINAL JUDGEMENT 

• The Flood was a type of the final judgment (Matt. 24:36-44; Lk. 17:26-37). Do you want to appeal to the Noahic covenant (see 
sexual deviant question above), or the New covenant at the final judgment? 

Luke 17: 20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in 
ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 

22 And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 
23 And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. 24 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky 
from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 
26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 They were eating and drinking and marrying and being 
given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise, just as it was in the 
days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— 30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day, let the 
one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away, and likewise let the one who is in the field 
not turn back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it. 34 I tell you, in 
that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and the other left. 35 There will be two women grinding together. One will be taken 
and the other left.” 37 And they said to him, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, “Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” 

2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their 



Garden of Eden   6 

 

 

 

Story of Redemption 
The Covenants of the Bible 

sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their 
condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept 
until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he 
brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to 
extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the 
sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over 
their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under 
punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. 

• Noah’s ark was a type of our salvation in Christ (1 Pet. 3:21). 

1 Peter 3: 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, 
when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 
safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God 
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 


