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THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION

+

THE OLD COVENANT

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO COVENANTS

e The Old Mosaic/Sinai Covenant was made with the members of the Covenant of Circumcision:
the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob - the nation of Israel.

Genesis 17:" And | will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring
after you. ®And | will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all
the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and | will be their God.”

Genesis 28: ' And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of
it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! '* And
behold, the Lord stood above it and said, "l am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the
God of Isaac. The land on which you lie | will give to you and to your offspring. ' Your offspring
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to
the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be
blessed. " Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land. For | will not leave you until | have done what | have promised you.”

Exodus 19:3 The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house
of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: * 'You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and
how | bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. ®> Now therefore, if you will indeed
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples,
for all the earth is mine; ®and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These
are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”
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e The Old Mosaic Covenant was an addendum to the Abrahamic Covenant of Circumcision
elaborating the conditions upon which any of Abraham'’s descendants would possess and
retain the promised land.

Jeremiah 11:° You shall say to them, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Cursed be the man who
does not hear the words of this covenant *that | commanded your fathers when | brought them
out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Listen to my voice, and do all that |
command you. So shall you be my people, and | will be your God, ° that | may confirm the oath
that | swore to your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this day.”

Deuteronomy 4:1 “And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that | am teaching you,
and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God
of your fathers, is giving you.

Deuteronomy 6:2 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you,
and that you may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a
land flowing with milk and honey... " You shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lord
your God, and his testimonies and his statutes, which he has commanded you. *®* And you shall do
what is right and good in the sight of the Lord, that it may go well with you, and that you may go
in and take possession of the good land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers '° by thrusting
out all your enemies from before you, as the Lord has promised.

Deuteronomy 7: "' You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and
the rules that | command you today. "> “And because you listen to these rules and keep and do
them, the Lord your God will keep with you the covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to
your fathers.

Deuteronomy 8:1 “The whole commandment that | command you today you shall be careful to
do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give to
your fathers. 2 And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these
forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your
heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not.

Deuteronomy 9: %2 “At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked the

Lord to wrath. 2 And when the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and take
possession of the land that | have given you,’ then you rebelled against the commandment of the
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Lord your God and did not believe him or obey his voice. * You have been rebellious against the
Lord from the day that | knew you.

Deuteronomy 11: % For if you will be careful to do all this commandment that | command you to
do, loving the Lord your God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him, 2 then the Lord will
drive out all these nations before you, and you will dispossess nations greater and mightier than
you.

Deuteronomy 29:'°“You are standing today, all of you, before the Lord your God: the heads of
your tribes, your elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, ' your little ones, your wives, and
the sojourner who is in your camp, from the one who chops your wood to the one who draws
your water, '? so that you may enter into the sworn covenant of the Lord your God, which the Lord
your God is making with you today, ' that he may establish you today as his people, and that he
may be your God, as he promised you, and as he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob.

e Abraham'’s descendants would dwell in the promised land indefinitely (forever) as long as they
obeyed the Mosaic Covenant.

Genesis 13: " The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and
look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, ' for
all the land that you see | will give to you and to your offspring forever.

Exodus 32: ' Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your
own self, and said to them, 'l will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land
that | have promised | will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.”

Deuteronomy 5:2%“And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the Lord said to
me, ‘| have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you. They are right in all
that they have spoken. ?° Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all
my commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants forever!

Deuteronomy 12: 2 Be careful to obey all these words that | command you, that it may go well
with you and with your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight
of the Lord your God.
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Leviticus 26: ™ “But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments, " if you
spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments,
but break my covenant, "®then | will do this to you... * And | myself will devastate the land, so that
your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled at it. ** And | will scatter you among the nations,
and | will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities shall
be a waste.

e The first generation broke the Mosaic Covenant as soon as it was established and continually
(Ex 32:8; Deut 1:26; 9:12, 16-17, 22-24).

Exodus 32:’ And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way
that | commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!"” % And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked
people. ®Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may
consume them, in order that | may make a great nation of you.”

Deuteronomy 1: ' “Then we set out from Horeb and went through all that great and terrifying
wilderness that you saw, on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the Lord our God
commanded us... *® “Yet you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the Lord your
God... 3 Yet in spite of this word you did not believe the Lord your God,

Deuteronomy 9: 2 “At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked the
Lord to wrath. 2 And when the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and take
possession of the land that | have given you,’ then you rebelled against the commandment of the
Lord your God and did not believe him or obey his voice. * You have been rebellious against the
Lord from the day that | knew you.

e God poured out his vengeance upon that generation by killing them in the wilderness (Num
14:22-23, 29-30, 33; Deut 1:35; Ps 95:10-11).
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Numbers 14:2' But truly, as | live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord,
22 none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that | did in Egypt and in the wilderness,
and yet have put me to the test these ten times and have not obeyed my voice, **shall see the
land that | swore to give to their fathers. And none of those who despised me shall see it... ?® Say
to them, ‘As | live, declares the Lord, what you have said in my hearing | will do to you: 2 your
dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your number, listed in the census from twenty
years old and upward, who have grumbled against me, *° not one shall come into the land where
| swore that | would make you dwell.

Deuteronomy 1:3*“And the Lord heard your words and was angered, and he swore, ** ‘Not one of
these men of this evil generation shall see the good land that | swore to give to your fathers,

Psalm 95:® do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
®when your fathers put me to the test
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.
'O For forty years | loathed that generation
and said, "They are a people who go astray in their heart,
and they have not known my ways.”
" Therefore | swore in my wrath,
“They shall not enter my rest.”

e However, he did not blot out all of Abraham’s descendants because his promise to Abraham
had not yet been fulfilled (Ex 32:10, 13; Num 14:20; Deut 9:5-8, 13-14, 19, 25, 27-28).

Exodus 32: "' But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? "> Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to
kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your
burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. "> Remember Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply
your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give to your
offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.” ™ And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had
spoken of bringing on his people.
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Numbers 14: * But Moses said to the Lord, “Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for you brought up
this people in your might from among them, *and they will tell the inhabitants of this land. They
have heard that you, O Lord, are in the midst of this people. For you, O Lord, are seen face to face,
and your cloud stands over them and you go before them, in a pillar of cloud by day and in a
pillar of fire by night. "> Now if you kill this people as one man, then the nations who have heard
your fame will say, '®‘It is because the Lord was not able to bring this people into the land that he
swore to give to them that he has killed them in the wilderness.’ " And now, please let the power
of the Lord be great as you have promised, saying, '® ‘The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth generation.’ ' Please pardon
the iniquity of this people, according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just as you have
forgiven this people, from Egypt until now.” 2°Then the Lord said, “I have pardoned, according to
your word.
Deuteronomy 9:*“Do not say in your heart, after the Lord your God has thrust them out before
you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the Lord has brought me in to possess this land,’
whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is driving them out before
you. °>Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to
possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the Lord your God is driving
them out from before you, and that he may confirm the word that the Lord swore to your fathers,
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

®“Know, therefore, that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of
your righteousness, for you are a stubborn people. “Remember and do not forget how you
provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness. From the day you came out of the land
of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. ® Even at Horeb
you provoked the Lord to wrath, and the Lord was so angry with you that he was ready to destroy
you... *“So | lay prostrate before the Lord for these forty days and forty nights, because the Lord
had said he would destroy you. ? And | prayed to the Lord, ‘O Lord God, do not destroy your
people and your heritage, whom you have redeemed through your greatness, whom you have
brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 2’ Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Do not regard the stubbornness of this people, or their wickedness or their sin, #?lest the land
from which you brought us say, “Because the Lord was not able to bring them into the land that
he promised them, and because he hated them, he has brought them out to put them to death
in the wilderness.” % For they are your people and your heritage, whom you brought out by your
great power and by your outstretched arm.’

Abrahamic + Mosaic + 6

NORTHWEST



NORTHWEST Story of Redemption

GOSPEL CHURCH The Covenants of the Bible (Brandon Adams)

e God's promise to Abraham held back the full curse of the law (Gen 15:10-11; Ex 32:14; Num
14:20; Deut 28:26; Jer 7:33; Ps 106:8, 23, 44-45).

Genesis 15:°He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” "> And he brought him all these, cut them
in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. "' And when
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

Deuteronomy 28:'° “But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all
his commandments and his statutes that | command you today, then all these curses shall come
upon you and overtake you... ® “The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You
shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them. And you shall be a horror to
all the kingdoms of the earth. ® And your dead body shall be food for all birds of the air and for
the beasts of the earth, and there shall be no one to frighten them away.

Jeremiah 7:3°“For the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the Lord. They have set
their detestable things in the house that is called by my name, to defile it... * Therefore, behold,
the days are coming, declares the Lord, when it will no more be called Topheth, or the Valley of
the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury in Topheth, because there is no
room elsewhere. ** And the dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds of the air, and for
the beasts of the earth, and none will frighten them away.

Psalm 106:° Both we and our fathers have sinned;
we have committed iniquity; we have done wickedness.
"Our fathers, when they were in Egypt,
did not consider your wondrous works;
they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love,
but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea.
8Yet he saved them for his name's sake,
that he might make known his mighty power...
3 Therefore he said he would destroy them—
had not Moses, his chosen one,
stood in the breach before him,
to turn away his wrath from destroying them...
43 Many times he delivered them,
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but they were rebellious in their purposes
and were brought low through their iniquity.
“ Nevertheless, he looked upon their distress,
when he heard their cry.
> For their sake he remembered his covenant,
and relented according to the abundance of his steadfast love.

e The next generation was circumcised and obeyed Mosaic law and thus entered the land under
Joshua's leadership (Num 14:24, 31; Deut 1:36, 39).

Numbers 14: % [None of them] shall see the land that | swore to give to their fathers. And none of
those who despised me shall see it. > But my servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and
has followed me fully, | will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall
possess it... 30 not one shall come into the land where | swore that | would make you dwell, except
Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little ones, who you said
would become a prey, | will bring in, and they shall know the land that you have rejected.
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Deuteronomy 1:3*“And the Lord heard your words and was angered, and he swore, ** 'Not one of
these men of this evil generation shall see the good land that | swore to give to your fathers,
3¢ except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it, and to him and to his children | will give the
land on which he has trodden, because he has wholly followed the Lord!' *” Even with me the Lord
was angry on your account and said, ‘You also shall not go in there. *® Joshua the son of Nun, who
stands before you, he shall enter. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. ** And as
for your little ones, who you said would become a prey, and your children, who today have no
knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in there. And to them | will give it, and they shall possess
it.

Joshua 23:1 A long time afterward, when the Lord had given rest to Israel from all their
surrounding enemies, and Joshua was old and well advanced in years, 2 Joshua summoned all
Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers, and said to them, “I am now old and well
advanced in years. 3 And you have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all these nations
for your sake, for it is the Lord your God who has fought for you... ¢ Therefore, be very strong to
keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to
the right hand nor to the left, 7 that you may not mix with these nations remaining among you or
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make mention of the names of their gods or swear by them or serve them or bow down to them,
8but you shall cling to the Lord your God just as you have done to this day.

e Scripture refers to the Mosaic/Sinai Covenant as the Old Covenant (Heb 8:6, 9, 13; 2 Cor 3:14).
However, the Old Covenant is inclusive of the Abrahamic Covenant of Circumcision to the
degree the Abrahamic Covenant of Circumcision overlaps with the Mosaic covenant (the first
Abrahamic promise).

THE FULFILLMENT OF THE FIRST ABRAHAMIC PROMISE

e The first Abrahamic promise began to be fulfilled in Israel’'s Exodus out of Egypt (Ex. 2:24;
6:2-8; 12:25; 13:5; 19:3-4; Deut 6:23; 7:8; Ps 105:42-43; Acts 7:17).

Exod 2:  During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned
because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God.
24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac,
and with Jacob. #* God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.

Exod 6: 2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “ am the Lord. 3| appeared to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord | did not make myself known to them.
“] also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which
they lived as sojourners. > Moreover, | have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the
Egyptians hold as slaves, and | have remembered my covenant. © Say therefore to the people of
Israel, 'l am the Lord, and | will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will
deliver you from slavery to them, and | will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great
acts of judgment. "1 will take you to be my people, and | will be your God, and you shall know
that | am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.
8] will bring you into the land that | swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. | will give
it to you for a possession. | am the Lord.”

Deut 6: % And the Lord showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and
against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. * And he brought us out from there,
that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers.
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Deut 7:6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to
be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.
7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love
on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves
you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out
with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt.

Psalm 105: ** For he remembered his holy promise,
and Abraham, his servant.

43S0 he brought his people out with joy,
his chosen ones with singing.

e Its fulfillment was conditioned upon the people’s obedience to the law (Ex. 19:5-8; 23:20-
22; Deut 4:1; 6:3, 17-18, 24-25; 7:12; 8:1-2; 11:8, 22-24; 29:13; Jer 11:5).

e It was fulfilled when Israel divided the land of Canaan among the tribes as their
inheritance, though they had not yet driven out all of the inhabitants (Ex 23:29-32; 33:1;
Deut 7:22-23; 19:1-9, cp. Josh. 20:7-8; 21:43-45; Acts 13:19).

Exod 23:2°| will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate
and the wild beasts multiply against you. *° Little by little | will drive them out from before you,
until you have increased and possess the land. *" And | will set your border from the Red Sea to
the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates, for | will give the inhabitants
of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you.

Josh 21:* Thus the Lord gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And
they took possession of it, and they settled there. ** And the Lord gave them rest on every side
just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the
Lord had given all their enemies into their hands. ** Not one word of all the good promises that
the Lord had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.

Acts 13: " The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during
their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. ® And for about forty
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years he put up with them in the wilderness. '° And after destroying seven nations in the land of
Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance.

e Judah and Israel were like the dust of the earth, as numerous as the stars of heaven and
as many as the sand by the sea (Gen 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 22:17; 26:4; 28:14; 32:12; Ex 32:13;
Num 23:10; Deut 1:10; 10:22; 1 Kings 3:8; 4:20; Is. 10:22; 48:19; Jer 15:8; Heb 11:12).

Deut 1:10 The Lord your God has multiplied you, and behold, you are today as numerous as the
stars of heaven.

1 Kgs 3:® And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great
people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude.

1 Kgs 4:*° Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea. They ate and drank and were
happy.

Heb 11: "> Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many
as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

e God was the God of the nation of Israel by dwelling in their midst, sitting as an earthly
king upon his throne in the tabernacle and temple (Deut 29:10-13; Exod 25:8; 29:45-46; 1
Sam 8:7). He established laws, judged cases, and led them in battle. He was not the God
of Gentiles in this manner. Israel alone was a theocracy (Gen 17:7-8; Ex. 2:24-25; 6:6-7;
19:4-6; Ezek 16:8; Deut 4:32-40; 29:10-13; Ps. 147:19-20; Amos 3:1-2; Hosea 1:9).

e God progressively drove out the remaining inhabitants according to Israel’s obedience to
the law, first through the leadership of various judges, then king Saul, then king David, a
man after God's own heart.

e The promise was realized to the fullest when Israel’'s enemies were defeated by David
and God dwelt in their midst in Solomon’s Temple and they had rest on every side (Gen
15:18-21; 1 Kings 4:20-25; 1 Kings 8:56; Neh 9:7-8; Jer 11:5; Ps 105:44).

Gen 15: ¥ On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring | give
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, ' the land of the Kenites,
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the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 2 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, %' the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

1 Kgs 4:%° Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea. They ate and drank and were
happy. #' Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines
and to the border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life.

22 Solomon's provision for one day was thirty cors of fine flour and sixty cors of meal, ** ten fat
oxen, and twenty pasture-fed cattle, a hundred sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and
fattened fowl. > For he had dominion over all the region west of the Euphrates from Tiphsah to
Gaza, over all the kings west of the Euphrates. And he had peace on all sides around him. % And
Judah and Israel lived in safety, from Dan even to Beersheba, every man under his vine and
under his fig tree, all the days of Solomon.

1 Kgs 8:°¢“Blessed be the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he
promised. Not one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his
servant.

Neh 9: 7 You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the
Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful before you, and
made with him the covenant to give to his offspring the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And you have kept your promise, for you
are righteous.
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